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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This communication is responsive to Amendment filed 06/05/2009. 

2. Claims 143-148 are pending in this application. Claims 143 and 146 are independent 
claims and have been amended. This action is made Final. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 143-148 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over McKay 
et al. ("MacKay", US 5,148,154) in view of Takahashi et al. ("Takahashi" US 5,537,528) in view 
of Craven et al. ("Craven", US 5,649,171), in view of Corella et al. ("Corella", US 5,835,683), 
and further in view of Schmitz et al. ("Schmitz", US 5,544,318). 

As per claim 143, MacKay teaches an editing system for editing a plurality of clips, 
comprising: 

editing means for editing said plurality of clips to produce a first edit resultant clip (col. 4, 
lines 60-66), said first edit resultant clip comprising: 

an edit module for edit processing said plurality of clips (col.4, lines 60-66); 

a composite module for composite processing said plurality of clips (col.4, lines 60-66); 

and 
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a special effect module for special effect processing said plurality of clips (col. 4, lines 60- 

66); 

wherein said editing means produces module identification information indicating the 
processing to be performed on said plurality of clips by said edit module, said composite module, 
and said special effect module in producing said edit resultant clip (col.l 1, lines 27-38); and 

user interface means for displaying and controlling graphical user interfaces 
corresponding to processing performed by said edit module, said composite processing module, 
and said special effect module (col. 13, lines 1-10). 

However, MacKay does not teach link information indicating a tree structure for linking 
said plurality of clips in producing said first edit resultant clip and a clip tree window for 
graphically displaying on the same display said tree structure for said plurality of clips and a time 
line window for display and placement of clips to be edited on a time axis to designate the 
content of the first edit resultant clip; a first updating module to update the content of said first 
edit resultant clip; a writing module to overwrite content of said first edit resultant clip with 
content of a new edit resultant clip; a second updating module to update the content of resultant 
clips produced from said first edit resultant clip; and a storage module to store the overwritten 
content of said first edit resultant clip and said updated content of said resultant clips in the 
database, an enable/disable flag associated with each clip the enable/disable flag being set to 
enable when the clip video data has been produced as a result of editing and the enable/disable 
flag is set to disable when the clip video data has not been produced as a result of editing, or 
when the clip video data is changed so that the clip video data does not correspond to actual edit 
content of the resultant clip, wherein the editing system assigns a clip name for each clip in said 
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tree structure, the clip name comprised of an attribute indicating whether the clip is a material 
clip or a resultant clip and a clip identification code, wherein in the graphical user interface 
displays the clip name of the clip being edited by the edit module surrounded by a frame with a 
line bolder than a line of a frame surrounding a clip name of a clip that is not being edited by the 
edit module, and wherein the graphical user interface displays each edit resultant clip in the tree 
structure corresponding to the clip being edited surrounded by a frame with a line bolder than the 
line of a frame surrounding an edit resultant clip not corresponding to the clip being edited. 

Takahashi teaches an editing system for editing clips stored in a database (Takahashi, 
col. 8, lines 38-42) that graphically represents the clips in a tree structure for linking the clips 
together and a time line window on the same display for editing clips (Takahashi, col.2, lines 6- 
67; Fig. 16, col. 14, lines 37-51; col. 15, lines 47-51). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to include Takahashi 's teaching with 
MacKay's system in order to provide access to clips for easier and faster editing. 

Although Takahashi teaches a clip tree window (Fig. 16), the system of MacKay and 
Takahashi does not explicitly teach a first updating module to update the content of said first edit 
resultant clip; a writing module to overwrite content of said first edit resultant clip with content 
of a new edit resultant clip; a second updating module to update the content of resultant clips 
produced from said first edit resultant clip; and a storage module to store the overwritten content 
of said first edit resultant clip and said updated content of said resultant clips in the database, an 
enable/disable flag associated with each clip the enable/disable flag being set to enable when the 
clip video data has been produced as a result of editing and the enable/disable flag is set to 
disable when the clip video data has not been produced as a result of editing, or when the clip 
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video data is changed so that the clip video data does not correspond to actual edit content of 
the resultant clip, wherein the editing system assigns a clip name for each clip in said tree 
structure, the clip name comprised of an attribute indicating whether the clip is a material clip or 
a resultant clip and a clip identification code, wherein in the graphical user interface displays the 
clip name of the clip being edited by the edit module surrounded by a frame with a line bolder 
than a line of a frame surrounding a clip name of a clip that is not being edited by the edit 
module, and wherein the graphical user interface displays each edit resultant clip in the tree 
structure corresponding to the clip being edited surrounded by a frame with a line bolder than the 
line of a frame surrounding an edit resultant clip not corresponding to the clip being edited. 

Craven teaches a system of displaying information in a hierarchical tree window a first 
updating module to update the content of said first edit resultant clip; a writing module to 
overwrite content of said first edit resultant clip with content of a new edit resultant clip; a 
second updating module to update the content of resultant clips produced from said first edit 
resultant clip; and a storage module to store the overwritten content of said first edit resultant clip 
and said updated content of said resultant clips in the database (Craven, col. 7, line 60-col.8, line 
7; col. 17, lines 1-10; col. 34, lines 46-57), wherein the system assigns the node names indicating 
the attribute type of information contained within the tree node along with an identification code 
(Craven, col. 26, lines 52-65). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to include Craven's teaching with the system of MacKay and Takahashi in 
order for the user to identify and distinguish the clips from one another and be able to recover 
previous edits. 
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Furthermore, the system of MacKay, Takahashi, and Craven does not teach an 
enable/disable flag associated with each clip the enable/disable flag being set to enable when the 
clip video data has been produced as a result of editing and the enable/disable flag is set to 
disable when the clip video data has not been produced as a result of editing, or when the clip 
video data is changed so that the clip video data does not correspond to actual edit content of 
the resultant clip. Corella teaches an editing means to include a plurality of values having a 
corresponding flag, setting the flag corresponding to each value modified, re-edit processing the 
values having flags set, thereby re-producing the values to include the modified edit processing 
and resetting the flags (Corella, col.20, lines 22-27). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to include Corella's teaching with the system 
of MacKay, Takahashi, and Craven in order to alert the user of areas which have been modified. 

Furthermore, the system of MacKay, Takahashi, Craven, and Corella does not explicitly 
teach wherein in the graphical user interface displays the clip name of the clip being edited by 
the edit module surrounded by a frame with a line bolder than a line of a frame surrounding a 
clip name of a clip that is not being edited by the edit module and wherein the graphical user 
interface displays each edit resultant clip in the tree structure corresponding to the clip being 
edited surrounded by a frame with a line bolder than the line of a frame surrounding an edit 
resultant clip not corresponding to the clip being edited. Schmitz teaches a video editing system 
wherein frames being edited are displayed with a line bolder than the other frames (Schmitz, 
col. 13, lines 7-12). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to include Schmitz's teaching with the system of MacKay, Takahashi, Craven, and 
Corella in order to readily determine which frames are currently being edited. 
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As per claim 144, Takahashi teaches an editing system wherein said module 
identification information and link information are stored in a clip database in which information 
relating to each of said plurality of clips is registered (Takahashi, col. 8, lines 38-42). 

As per claim 145, Takahashi teaches the current clip to be edited from said clip tree 
window to be graphically designated in said clip tree window (Fig. 16, col. 14, lines 37-51). 

Independent claim 146 is similar in scope to independent claim 143, and is therefore 
rejected under similar rationale. 

Claim 147 is similar in scope to claim 144, and is therefore rejected under similar 
rationale. 

Claim 148 is similar in scope to claim 145, and is therefore rejected under similar 
rationale. 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments with respect to Amendment filed 06/05/2009 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

6. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
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MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Communications 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to S A JED A MUHEBBULLAH whose telephone number is (571) 
272-4065. The examiner can normally be reached on Tues/Wed and alt.Mon 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 
p.m. . 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dennis Chow can be reached on 571-277-7767. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Sajeda Muhebbullah/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2174* 
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Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2174 



